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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 
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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Continuation of Box No, II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

(1) The technical feature of claims 1-12, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 26 relates 
to a motion compensation inter-frame coding performed by selecting one 
macro block, an average of a plurality of macro blocks, or a macro block 
obtained by linear prediction of a plurality of macro blocks. 

(2) The technical feature of claims 13-16, 19, 20, 23, 24 relates 
to creation of a prediction macro block by linear prediction using a 
plurality of reference frames, motion .compensation inter-frame coding, 
and coding of a prediction coefficient. 

(3) The technical feature of claims 27, 28, 31, 32 relates to creation 
of a prediction macro block by linear prediction using a plurality of 
reference frames, motion compensation inter-frame coding, and coding 
of a combination of reference frames and a prediction coefficient as 
an index . 

(4) The technical feature of claims 29, 33 relates to motion 
compensation inter-frame coding performed by switching for each macro 
block between a use of a motion vector of a macro block located at the 
same position in a frame immediately before and a use of a new motion 
vector to be coded. 

(5) The technical feature of claims 30, 34 relates to motion 
compensation inter-frame coding by using as a reference frame, a past 
frame, a future frame, a linear sum of past and future frames, or a linear 
sum of a plurality of past frames. 

(6) The . technical feature of claims 35, 37 relates to motion 
compensation inter-frame coding performed by skipping a block which need 
not be coded. 

(7) The technical feature of claims 36, 38 relates to motion 
compensation inter-frame coding in which a difference vector from a 
prediction vector is coded. 

(8) The technical feature of claims 39-46 relates to calculation of 
a prediction coefficient from an AC component value and a DC component 
value in the frame to create a prediction macro block by linear prediction 
using a plurality of reference frames and perform motion compensation 
inter-frame coding and coding of a prediction coefficient. 

[1] The technical feature common to any two of the aforementioned 
groups of. claims (1) to (8) is to perform motion compensation prediction 
inter-frame coding. 

[2] The technical feature common to any two of the groups of claims 

(1) -(3), (5), and (8) is to perform motion compensation inter-frame coding 
by linear prediction using a plurality of reference frames. 

[3] The technical feature common to any two of the groups of claims 

(2) , (3) , and (8) , is to perform motion compensation inter-frame coding 
by linear prediction using a plurality of reference frames and coding 
of a prediction coefficient. 

However, the search has revealed that the technical features [1] to 
[3] are not novel since they are disclosed in document JP 9-163376 A 
(Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp.), 1997.6.20. 

As a result, the technical features [1] to [3] make no contribution 
over the prior art and cannot be a special technical feature within the 
meaning of PCT rule 13.2, second sentence. 

Consequently, there exists no special technical feature common to 
any two of the aforementioned groups of inventions (1) to (8) . 

Since there exists no other common feature which can be considered 
as a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second 
sentence, no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2 
between the different inventions can be seen. 

Therefore, it is obvious that claims 1-46 do not satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention. 
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